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FTII STRIKE: Day 82 


The students of FTII were deeply hurt and concerned about the administration’s decision to go ahead with the 
laying off of 82 contractual employees of FTII. To even conduct such a coercive step at this crucial juncture of 
the strike when the report of the fact finding committee is being formulated, was completely uncalled for and 
in contradiction of the committee's explicit assurance on this issue. Even though in the evening the Director 
announced that he is putting the decision to terminate the services of the contractual staff on hold for a 
month, we were relieved but still excessively concerned about how this was allowed to happen in the first 
place as well as the mixed signals the ministry is sending us with respect to resolving the larger issue. 


The concerned staff are the backbone of FTII’s day to day functioning .Their unflinching work ethic, in the face 
of an often exploitative structure of employment and harsh working conditions, is a statement of their love and 
dedication for this space. Their contribution to the learning at FTII and our films cannot be overemphasized. 
We were aghast at the insensitivity shown by the interim FTII Director, Mr.Prashant Pathrabe and Registrar, 
Mr.UC Bodake in this matter, or whoever it is calling the shots behind the scenes. 


The director and Registrar, FTII were both present in the successive meetings held on 21.08.15 where the 
committee, headed by Mr. SM Khan, stressed upon the need for “confidence building measures” in creating a 
roadmap for a resolution to the on-going impasse. In separate meetings held with students, ex-students and 
the representatives of the affected staff members, it was assured that revoking of the order against the 
contractual employees is one of the foremost steps that would be taken by FTII administration to restore an 
environment of trust and constructive dialogue. 


With respect to the meeting held with the 3 member panel, we demand that minutes and unedited video 
recordings of the said meetings be made public The unnecessary delay in doing the same has already cast a 
shadow on the transparency shown by the committee during their interactions with us. This is a blatant 
subversion of the process of resolution. 


Even though the order for the termination of the staff was put on hold, the fact that it was issued in the first 
place, is still seen by us as the continuation of the long list of arm twisting tactics to break the strike and deflect 
public attention from the core issues of contentious appoints resulting from a faulty process. 


Victimizing the most vulnerable section of FTII community was deplorable. To deprive the lowest paid 
employees of their livelihood during the festive season was not only exploitative but also inhuman. The 
students’ association condemns the fact that such an order was allowed to be issued in the first place, and 
even after it’s resolution, wish to bring attention to the fact that it has now been 11 days since the 3 member 
committee led by Mr. S M Khan came to our campus to understand our concerns regarding the strike and 
there is still no answer by the ministry on their solution to end this impasse. 


We strongly feel that it is high time that the ministry should be made to feel accountable to now make the 
findings of this report public and talk about their solution to end this impasse, because the situation on 
campus is now extremely tense and the students are being pushed to escalate their protest to extents they 
would never have imagined their own government pushing them to. 


Students’ Association, FTII 
Youtube- ftiistudentsbody@gmail.com, 
https: .facebook.co} es /FTI-Wisdom-Tre: 


